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Candidates for Elder (Class of 202 9 )  

  

Mike Gibbs  

Michael E. Gibbs was on the Los Gatos Calvary Church transition team to recommend 
strategies as a baseline for the selection of a new pastor and criteria for future church 
success. At Calvary Gibbs was on the “church planting” team to evaluate proposals for an 
additional Calvery campus. He was a co-founder founder of a Calvary men’s group which 
has met continuously since 1999. He established a family mission fund at Community 
Presbyterian Church in Danville. He and his wife Peggy started up two bible study groups 
at Menlo Church in Menlo Park. Dr. Gibbs served on the board of “Leading to Play”, a 
non-profit education organization to teach leadership in disadvantaged school districts. 
He also volunteered for the I-Help men’s program at Wellspring Church in Pacific Grove 

to prepare and serve meals to men in the local community. Mike is on the board of prison ministry Hilltop 
Chaplain Ministries (HCM) founded by Pastor Tom McEnroe, former chaplain at the Santa Clara County Jail. HCM 
ministers to inmates in the California State Prison system and works with the men upon release to train them 
for spiritual outreach in their own communities. Mike has been recruited unsuccessfully to join the CPC choir 
and is a member of the Carmel Presbyterian Church finance committee. 
      

Siska  Larson  

Siska, her husband, Robert Larson, and their sixteen-year-old son, David, have been 
a part of CPC since 2011. Siska served as an elder at CPC and chaired the Nominating 
Committee (2016-2019) and the Mission Committee from 2018 to 2022. She is 
currently a member of the CPC choir and the prayer team. Siska is also completing 
the CLP1 course from ECO to be more equipped in ministry. Siska learned about 
Christianity from her dad, who was an evangelical Presbyterian pastor in Indonesia, 
and she personally accepted Jesus at age eighteen. She was involved in an 
evangelical ministry in college, served as an elder of discipleship in her church in 
Indonesia, and was a part of a team that established a school of prayer and ministry 
that trained lay leaders for ministry and church planting. Siska learned that as she 
submits herself to the Lord, the Holy Spirit works in equipping and transforming her 
into Christlikeness. For this reason, she agreed to return to the session. Her current favorite verse is Ephesians 
3:17-19 -- “I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s 
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God”. Professionally, Siska is a 
language teacher and curriculum developer at DLI.  

 

Linda Myrick (returning)  

Linda began attending CPC in 1995 with her husband, Steve, and their two sons, David and 
Chris. Through the years, they have experienced the joy of being in small groups and serving 
at CPC. Linda has been involved with small groups, Alpha, served previously on session for 
six years, assisted with the women’s and couple’s retreats, and is currently serving on the 
CPC Legacy Committee. Linda has been a financial advisor with Edward Jones for twenty-
five years, and God has blessed her from the start. Linda and Steve enjoy serving the Lord, 
traveling, and spending time with their family. 



Candidates for Deacon  (Class of 202 9 )  
 

Rob Larson  

Robert Larson, his wife Siska, and their sixteen-year-old son David have been part of 
CPC since 2011. Before that, Robert served for fifteen years as Director of 
International Student Ministry at University Presbyterian Church in Seattle. He later 
moved to Indonesia as a PC(USA) missionary, where he met and married Siska. 
Robert graduated from the University of Washington; he earned a master’s degree 
in Cross-Cultural Mission from Fuller Theological Seminary. His ministry experience 
includes three years serving as a missionary in Albania, as well as an internship at a 
Presbyterian church in Boston. 
 
At CPC, Robert served as a Deacon of Prayer Ministry from 2015 to 2021. He is 
currently an active member of the CPC prayer team and participates in the Saturday 
morning men’s group. He is also completing ECO’s CLP1 course to further equip himself for ministry. Recently, 
he began leading a small group at Park Lane and working as a substitute teacher at Carmel Unified School 
District. 
 
Robert grew up in a Christian family and came to personally trust in Christ at the age of seven. During a 
frightening storm, he cried out to God for help and experienced a deep sense of God’s presence and peace. 
Since then, he has felt called to ministry and has been involved in various forms of service before entering full-
time church work. Robert is honored to be asked to serve again as a deacon and trusts that the Lord will continue 
to work in and through him. He also found great encouragement in memorizing Romans 8 alongside the 
congregation during a challenge from Pastor Rick, a practice that has had a lasting spiritual impact on his life. 

  
Kathy Solley  

Kathy was born and raised in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, heartland of the Amish 
and Mennonite community. She and her husband, William, have lived on the 
peninsula since 2002 and are blessed to have two daughters and four grandchildren. 
Kathy was raised in a Catholic family where works played a huge role in 
what she believed to be the way to heaven. In Kathy's early 20’s, while visiting a 
Baptist church, she heard the gospel of grace and mercy and salvation through Christ 
Jesus alone for the first time! Kathy has been a member of CPC for a year and 
has been actively involved in The Gathering, Arc in the Park, as well as a greeter. 
Sharing Gods love by serving others is her mission. 

 

Debbie Taylor  

Debbie has worshipped at CPC since 2019. She is currently a member of the CPC 
prayer team and serves in the Ark in the Park ministry. She has co-led an evening 
Bible study for women for part of last year, as well as a recent Lent group.  Debbie 
grew up in a Christian home and committed her life to Christ at age 13. As a young 
adult she worked in street ministry evangelism and as a Young Life leader. She 
served in music ministry and worship team for many years. She also worked as 
an Awana leader at her previous church before moving to the Monterey 
peninsula. 
 
Professionally, Debbie worked as a registered nurse in the public health field for 25 years, including 6 years 
districtwide for Carmel Unified School District.  Currently, she is an adjunct professor (part-time) in the School 



of Nursing, Touro University California. She looks forward to more opportunities to serve the Lord at CPC, since 
she has retired from full-time nursing.  Her life verse is Col. 3:1-3: “If then you were raised with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God, Set your mind on things above, 
not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 

 

Candidates for Nominating Committee  
  

Dean Gray  
Dean had an eclectic employment history which included work as an accountant, 
20 years as a college professor and 14 years on the staff of Campus Crusade for 
Christ where he met his wife, Kathy. He has 3 adult children and 6 grandchildren. 
 
He grew up attending a Presbyterian church in eastern Ohio with his family during 
which time he surrendered his life to Christ and was discipled by his pastor.  He and 
Kathy began attending Carmel Presbyterian Church in 2009. He has served as an 
elder and currently shares leadership responsibilities of the Saturday Men’s Bible 
study and the Gathering Place class. He is also the moderator of the church Finance 
Committee. 
 

JANE WHITMAN  (returning)  

Jane is a baptized Presbyterian.  In fact, her and her siblings were all baptized at the 
Paxton Presbyterian Church in Harrisburg, PA. Paxton Pres is one of the stones in the 
wall along the patio! She and her husband, Scott, raised their sons in the Presbyterian 
Church near their home in Audubon, PA. They attended CPC during their many visits 
to Carmel when they visited Scott's parents in Carmel. They moved to Carmel 
permanently in 2018 and CPC soon became their church home. Jane is a leader in the 
Women in the Word bible study. At her previous church, she served on the nominating 
committee, pastor search committee and was an elder. She is blessed to have CPC as 
her church family. 

 

Josh Warburg  (Returning )  
Abby and I have been covenant partners at CPC since 2012. I have served as a deacon 
twice, been the deacon representative for the Nominating Committee twice, served in 
the nursery and taught elementary school classes, and was a member of the Pastor 
Search Team that called Pastor Jennifer Holz. I love being a part of this church and am 
excited for what God has in store for us in the years to come. 


